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Before Electrocution, Prisoner 


Sends Thanks by 


Chaplain 


Chaplain J. W. Langham y Texas 62 System Tells of 1,200 
Professions of Faith Last Year, Sends Thanks for ‘Sword of the 
Lord.’ Tells How Converted Prisoner Won Souls. 


Let’s Repeal 
The Repeal! 


And while we are considering 
this so-called “sugar shortage,” 
how about the abundant “liquor 
supply?” Is it not time to demand 
national prohibition of all liquor 
traffic in this country, at least for 
the duration of this war? If we 
must conserve on automobiles, 
farm machinery, tires, waste pa- 


“per, scrap iron, aluminum, etc., as 


our patriotic duty; and if there is 
a danger of a sugar shortage in 
this country enough to warrant 
sugar rationing: is it not time that 
we American people in a so-called 
“Christian” nation get back some 
of our common sense and demand 
our Congressional representatives 
to pass legislation immediately sus- 
pending and prohibiting the manu- 
facture, sale and usage of all beer 
and intoxicating liquors for the du- 

ration of this war at least? 
When we remember that the liq- 
uor traffic annually requires 198,- 
929,000 gallons of molasses, 18,911,- 
000 bushels of corn, 3,330,000 bush- 
els of malt, 5,614,000 bushels of 
rye, 52,282,000 bushels of barley in 
addition to millions of tons of sug- 
ar for this unholy diversion of 
foodstuffs so very necessary at all 
times, and especially in time of 
war; and we further remember 
that the American people spend 
$4,000,000,000 annually to drink 
this stuff, and spend another FOUR 
BILLION to repair the physical, 
mental, social, and economic dam- 
age it does —- how can we pray or 

sing “God Bless America’? 
— Ohio Independent Baptist 


» We have a highly prized letter 
which we want to share with our 
readers. We have been getting What 
Must I Do to Be Saved and a good 
many other books and pamphlets 
and many copies of The Sword of 
the Lord into penitentiaries wher- 
ever possible, A number of pris- 
oners have written to tell how they 
were blessed, and some to tell how 
they have been won to Christ by 
such literature. And now comes 
this fine letter from the Texas 
Prison System Chaplain. We feel 
sure it will be a blessing to every 
heart. 


“TEXAS PRISON SYSTEM 
“Rev. J. W. Langham, Chaplain 
“Sugarland, Texas 


“May 11, 1942 
“Reverend John R. Rice 
“Wheaton, Illinois 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


‘“‘As I sat in the death cell last 
Thursday night with Jimmy Alford 
who had been corresponding with 
you, and had received -several 
books and tracts from you, he 
asked me to write you and to ex- 
press his deepest gratitude to you 
for this literature. It was hard to 
see him die, but he went to his 
death with a smile on his face and 
a prayer on his lips leaving behind 
the testimony that he was thor- 
oughly prepared to meet God. Jim- 
my had the privilege after his con- 
version of leading several to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He never lost 
an opportunity of putting in a good 
word for the Master. Mr. Brown, 
who was put in the cell next to 
him some three weeks ago, was 
not a Christian: He began working 
on him at once, and he had the 
happy privilege of seeing this man 
gloriously saved before his death. 


(Continued on page four) 
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The Ghosts of Former 


By REv. SAM Morris © 
of the Voice of Temperance Broadcast, San Antonio, Texas 


“At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the: fame of Jesus, 
"And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from 
the dead, and therefore -mighty works do show forth themselves in 


him.’ — Matt. 14:1, 2. 


(Preached July 29, 1941, Chris- 
tian Business Men’s Evangelistic 
Conference, Cedar Lake, Indiana. 
Stenographically reported.) — 


Tonight I speak on ‘*The Ghosts 
of Former Sins.” And the passage 
of Scripture to which we call your 
attention is the 14th chapter of the 
gospel of Matthew, beginning with 
verse 1. 


“At that» time Herod the tet- 
rarch heard: of the fame of Jesus, 


“And said unto his servants, 
This is John the Baptist; he is ris- 
en from the dead, and therefore 
mighty works do shew forth them- 
selves in him.’ 


That is all I am going to read 
tonight. You can go back and get 
the background of that. I remind 
you of the ministry of John the 
Baptist. The first summer camp 
meeting that I know anything 
about was held down on the bank 
of the Jordan. Most preachers now- 
adays go into the city to hold a 
big revival, but John the Baptist 
went down on the creek and cities 
turned out to him. His great fame 
was spread abroad. There was liv- 
ing over there beside where John 
the Baptist was preaching, Herod, 
the tetrarch, who was living in 
open adultery with his brother’s 


wife. He sent for John the Baptist. 
When he sent for him, John re- 
proved Herod. He might have com- 
plimented him, he might have spok- 
en soft words to him, and he might 
have gotten along with him splen- 
didly. But instead of that, you will 
find that John reproved Herod for 
his sin and his adulterous living 
with his brother’s wife. So Herod 
put John in prison, being afraid 
to kill John right there because 
John was held in such mighty es- 
teem by all the people. That old 
wicked woman was not to be foiled 
after that fashion, She planned a 
very nefarious revenge. It wasn’t 
long until Herod was to have a 
birthday. She planned for her 
daughter to dance before Herod. 
Realizing that the circumstances 
under which they would be brought 
together would be conducive to 
foolishness and wildness, she said 
to this girl, “Now if Herod gets in 
a wild delirium of drunkenness and 
makes you a proposition to give 
you anything you ask, you ask for 
the head of John the Baptist. I 


am not going to let a preacher pub- 
licly stand before me and the king 
and bemean us and get away with 
it.’ The birthday party was held 


REV. SAM MORRIS 


in ecstasy and wild foolishness 
said, “I will give you anything you 
ask, even to the half of my king- 
dom,” The girl said, “I would like 
to have the head of John the Bap- 
tist on a platter.” The Bible says 
that Herod “was sorry; neverthe- 
less for the oath’s sake, and them 
which sat with him at meat, he 
commanded it to be given her.’’ So 
he sent and had John the Baptist 
beheaded and his head brought to 
the girl on a charger. The disciples 


and dancing went on, and. the king 


(Continued on page two) 


Should Christians Go to War? 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


|. Where Pacifist Propaganda Comes From. 
Il. No One, Acting for Himself, Has a Right to Kill. 


lll. But God Himself Kills. 


IV. God Authorizes Governments to Kill Criminals. 
V. God Sometimes Justifies a Nation's Going to War. 


Does one ever please God by 
taking up arms? Should drafted 
young men who are_ Christians 
obey the call of America in the 
present war and go out to kill our 
enemies, if necessary to bring vic- 
tory to our cause, to defend our 
homes and families, and to bring 
peace and righteousness in world 
affairs? Can a soldier be a good 
Christian, a praying Christian, 
with peace in his heart toward 
God, while in this painful busi- 
ness? THE ANSWER IS YES! 

The Bible clearly teaches that it 
is the duty of Christians to obey 
the government, and to fight when 
necessary to defend our country or 
when in a righteous cause. Chris- 
tians can be good soldiers, and sol- 
diers can be good Christians. All 
of us hate war, just as we grieve 
when it is necessary to put mur- 
derers to death by law, but right- 
eous, godly people, who believe the 
Bible, know that God makes gov- 
ernments responsible for putting 
down sin, and that Christians 
should be loyal patriotic citizens. I 
will show from the Bible, in this 
article, why most of the best Chris- 
tians from all denominations in all 
ages, have seen it their duty to 
back up the government, when 
needed, to defend their country and 


bring righteousness and peace be- 
tween nations. 


|. Where Pacificist Propaganda 
Comes From 


Pacifist propaganda in America 
has come from the following sourc- 
es. 


1. From the Communist party, 
working through other organiza- 
tions, usually not known to be 


Communist organizations. Commu- 
nists aimed at the downfall of 
America. Paid agents worked to 
keep America from arming, spon- 
sored leagues for peace, youth or- 
ganizations, and in labor organiza- 
tions. That was when Russia was 
united with Germany against the 
democracies. Now the state of af- 
fairs has changed, Russia is her- 
self attacked, and Communist lead- 
ers want us to be fully prepared 
and to win. These were insincere 
pacifists. They wanted America not 
to fight, but they were not against 
war. 


2. From friends of Hitler and 
fascists. They wanted America not 
to get in the war because they 
wanted Germany to win. They 
talked against Jews, talked about 
the new order the world needed, 
talked specially against Great 
Britain, called others who saw we 
must fight Germany, “war-mong- 


fists. They were not against war as 
such. 

3. Pacifist propaganda also came 
from some for political reasons. 
Some republicans hoped to smear 
Roosevelt by opposing war. No- 
tice I said some. The best Repub- 
lican leaders and the mass of Re- 
publican voters were for the for- 
eign policy of the president, though 
they opposed him politically on in- 
ternal affairs. 

4. Some honestly opposed the 
war because they feared the alli- 
ance with Russia and feared that 
the growing power of the president 
would lead to-dictatorship. We be- 
lieve they are some of the best peo- 
ple and that there is real reason 
for caution in the things they fear. 
We must not encourage commu- 
nism, not let up our vigil against 
it in America. It is not only against 
God but against the American 
form of government. And the ten- 
dency of the New Deal to forsake 
the ‘constitution and centralize. 
power and govern by bureaus and 
keep in power by catering to those 
on relief and in labor unions is 
really dangerous. But these honest 
good people are wrong in letting 
these things put them on the side 
of Hitler, in effect, when they op- 
pose America’s full length war ef- 
fort. I am sorry to say some un- 
principled people, to gain a follow- ~~ 
ing, have insincerely used the ~ 
above arguments. : 

5. The Federal Council of 

(Continued on page two) 
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ers.”’ ese were insincere paci- 


g ‘HE GHOSTS OF |¢ 
J FORMER SINS 
1  —_—s (Continued from page one) 


> of John came and took his body 
+} and buried it. 

3 Months passed by. Time went on. 
_ We don’t know how long it was 
afterward that Jesus came preach- 
ing in that community, and His 
fame spread out everywhere. And 
"} back there in the palace Herod 
> heard of the fame of Jesus and he 
said to his servants, “Why, this is 
John the Baptist! He is n from 
_ the dead. Therefore mighty works 
do shew forth themselves in him.” 
You see, my friends, the preaching 
of Jesus produced ghosts in the 
mind and heart of Herod. 

There were several ghosts that I 
call your attention to, and inci- 
dentally in passing, I want to re- 
mind you these things happened at 
a birthday dance. He is not the 
first king that had a birthday 
dance. Not all are kings; some are 
presidents. I do not know what you 
_think about ‘the president’s birth- 
day dance, but I think it is one of 
the greatest disgraces ever hung 
on the American nation, that we 
should draw the robe of patriotism 
about the dance and garb it in the 
robes of charity. 


The Ghost of Adultery 


The preaching of Jesus produced 
ghosts in the mind of Herod. What 
were some of those ghosts? One of 
those ghosts was the ghost of adul- 
_. tery. He had taken the wife of his 
_ brother and was living in open 
_ adultery with her. And when John 
rebuked him for it, he killed John 
' at the request of the woman. But 
when he killed John, he didn’t de- 
stroy the sin in his life and the 
awfulness of that sin upon his heart 
and mind, and months afterward, 
the preaching of Jesus caused that 
ghost of adultery to come up in 
the life of Herod with bony fingers 
and point to him in the‘night, and 
- he saw again the sin of living with 
- the woman who rightfully belonged 
_ to his brother. 


I’m glad that I am a Christian. 
If there were no hereafter, no 
Heaven, no Hell, no judgment, no 
eternity, I would still want to live 
the kind of life a Christian man is 
"| +~Supposed to live. Lots of times peo- 
"ple say to me, “I would like to be 
' @ Christian, but I would have to 
quit doing this or stop doing that, 
and would have to stay away from 
somewhere.’ Anything you can’t 
do as a Christian you had better 
not do if you never expect to be 
- a Christian. Any place you can’t 
") go and feel conscientious as a con- 
4¢ secrated Christian, you had better 
Stay away if you never expect to 
be a Christian. You will produce in 
your life ghosts-that will harass 
and startle you in the lonely hours 
of the night. The standards that 
Jesus set by which we are to guide 
our relationships of life were stand- 
ards that were meant for our bless- 
ing, not to take away the joys of 
, life, but to fill up the joys of life. 
And this is one of thé%things today 
_ that is looked upon lightly, the mat- 
ter of adultery and wrong relation- 
ship with other men’s wives and 
other people. But the man or wom- 
an that breaks God’s rule of living 
will carry about a bunch of ghosts 
that will come to life in his life or 
her life when they hear somebody 
preach the gospel. Do you know 
the reason why a lot of people stay 
away from church? The }jreason a 
lot of people don’t come t® services 
is not altogether because of hot 
weather and not because they are 
' irreligious but because the preach- 
- ing of the man in the pulpit calls 
up ghosts in their lives. Herod saw 
the ghost of adultery. 


The Ghost of Hate 


is Herod saw another ghost, the 
. Zhost of hate. Here was a woman, 
because she was.rebuked by John 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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( Continued from page one) 


Churches also has been pacifist. 
But the pacifists in the Federal 
Council have been principally in- 
fluenced by their communistic 
leanings, and some of them are 
“fellow travelers’ of communism, 
belonging to communist front or- 
ganizations. Since Federal Council 
leaders do not believe the Bible, 
their pacifism cannot be regarded 
as based on Bible convictions. They 
do not believe the Bible teaches 
pacifism. Rather, they do not be- 
lieve in punishing sin, and were 
the dupes. of those whose argu- 
ments happened to be coloring 
their thinking at the moment, 
whether communists or idealists 
who are not Bible believing patri- 
ots. -- 

6. The most steadfast pacifists, 
those against war on principle and 
from permanent convictions of 
Christian duty are mainly Men- 
nonites and Quakers. They aré 
conscientious objectors to war, be- 
lieving that war is anti-Christian. 
Many are most devout and genuine 
Christians, and the government has 
recognized their sincerity, and does 
not require regular members of 
these sects to go to war, provided 
they willingly cooperate with the 
government as good citizens. This 
they usually do. Quakers have of- 
ten volunteered for dangerous re- 
lief work in war, distributing food, 
aiding the wounded, as they be- 
lieve Christ would have them do, 
and are everywhere respected for 
their devotion to duty. Ex-presi- 
dent Herbert Hoover is a Quaker 


the Baptist, instead of repenting 
and getting right with God and 
taking things out of her life, she 
carried hatred in her life. “That is 
all right, that old hill-billy is not 
going to condemn me that way! He 
will never get away with that.” So 
she laid the plan for the birthday 
dance. The thing that dominated 
that plan was hate in her heart. 
My friend, whenever you get hate 
in your heart against anybody else, 
it will do you more harm than it 
will ever do them, because that 
hate in your life will become a 
ghost to haunt you, to harass you 
when you read your Bible, when 
you hear gospel singing, when you 
hear gospel preaching. The ghost 
of hate. 


I went into a little community to 
hold a revival meeting. I preached 
on Abraham and his separation 
from Lot. The next morning as I 
walked down the street a man 
called me over to where he was 
and pointed his finger. in my face. 
He said, “I just want to tell you, 
I don’t mind preaching getting 
next to me. I expect that once in 
a while when I go to church, but 
I am not going to stand for any 
preacher taking the whole hour 
and getting up before the congre- 
gation and ridiculing me. You were 
preaching to me last night, weren’t 
you? You and the pastor framed 
up on me.” The pastor came along 
about that time and I said, ‘‘Pas- 
tor, what is this fellow talking 
about? Man, if I had to swear in 
court you were in my service, I 
couldn’t even swear that, but I’m 
certainly glad I got next to you.” 
He said to the pastor, ‘“‘Didn’t you 
and this fellow frame up on me?” 
“No,” the pastor said. ‘What is 
the matter? Spill the beans, and 
let us know what is the matter.” 
This fellow saw I had been reveal- 
ing his own condition and he said, 
“Well, I suppose I’ll have to break 
down and confess. You know my 
daughter married a young man. I 
didn’t want her to marry. I became 
angry and forbade their coming to 


years since they have darkened the 
door of my home. I used to be a 
praying deacon. I used to be a use- 
ful man in the church. I returned 
thanks at the table. We had family 
altar. But when I forbade their 
coming back, I had to quit pray- 
ing, I had to quit reading my Bi- 
ble. I had to stop saying grace at 
meals, Every time I would read 
my Bible, I would run across some- 
thing in there that would strike 
right at me for being angry with 
my daughter. Every time I get 
down to pray there comes up in 
front of me a picture of my daugh- 
ter and her husband. I backslid, 
and I have gotten away from God. 
Your sermon last night was on 
that very thing. I thought you 


;| were preaching at me the first time 


I attended the meetings. I figured 
you had it all fixed, for every. point 
(Continued on page four) 


Should Christians Goto War? 


our home. It -has been over two|- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD . 


who hoped we would not get in the 
war but is for self defense now 
that we are in, and for active pros- 
ecution of the war. Mennonites and 
other such sincere believers that 
it is wrong for a Christian to go 
to war believe that the Old Testa- 
ment teachings about war are not 
to be followed by Christians, be- 
lieve Christians are citizens of 
heaven, and should not fight to de- 
fend earthly powers. I believe they 
are very far wrong in Bible inter- 


ity. Such minorities must be pro- 
tected in their conscientious scru- 
ples. The war is being fought to 
maintain our freedom, and the 
freedom of these people who do not 
believe in war is a~part of the 
freedom all Americans must cher- 
ish. Of course such people, when 
they are honest Bible believing 
Christians, will obey laws and will 
do nothing against the government 
nor to embarrass the war effort or 
aid Hitler. Otherwise, they would 
forfeit the respect and the protec- 
tion which we owe to real consci- 
entious objectors. We must protect 
liberty of conscience, but we must 
jail saboteurs and punish traitors 
against the government, 


But the rank and file of Chris- 
tians in America are for honest, 
patriotic citizenship, and for all- 
out war effort. Bible believing 
Christians of all denominations, 
both Catholic and Protestant, be- 
lieye that our boys should go when 
called to the armed forces, and 
should fight;.and if need be die, to 
preserve .our freedom and to. put 
down the horrible, devilish thing 
we call Hitlerism. CHURCH PEO- 
PLE OVER AMERICA, WITH 
FEW EXCEPTIONS ARE PATRI- 
OTS. THEY ARE READY TO DO 
THEIR PART. AND THEY BE- 
LIEVE THAT IS WHAT CHRIS- 
TIANS OUGHT TO DO. That has 
been the position of good Chris- 
tions, in the main, down through 
the centuries. That was my honest 
conviction when I was a soldier in 
1918. That conviction made great 
soldiers of Sergeant Alvin York, 
and of many other Christians. 


Now for Bible teaching showing 
that Christians may, when neces- 
sary go to war and please God. 


Il. No One, Acting for Himself, 
Has a Right to Kill 


“Thou shalt not kill!” so says the 
sixth commandment, and the 
commandment is repeated many 
times in the Bible. Murder is treat- 
ed in the Bible as a dreadful sin, 
and Rev. 21:8 tells us that ‘‘mur- 
derers .... Shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the sec- 
ond death.” The taking of human 
life by an individual of his. own 
choice, and for his own purposes, 
is a most horrible sin. All human 
laws count it so, even as does the 
Bible. 

But God sees the heart, and He 
counts hate as murder. First John 
3:15 says, “Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderér: and ye 
know that no murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him.” And Je- 
Sus warns in Matthew 5:2] and 22 
that one who is angry with his 
brother without a cause or who 
Shall say, “Raca” or “Thou fool,” 
has-.. broken the commandment, 
“Thou shalt not kill,” and “shall be 
in danger of hell fire.’ To kill, ei- 
ther in fact or in wish, is a horri- 
ble sin. It is clear that the Bible 
speaks of murder in these passages 
as the outcome of hate and malice, 
and evil intentions. Killing is mur- 
der, when man for his own wicked 


venge or for profit, kills. 
Yet we must remember that kill- 
ing is not always the same sin, and 
killers are not always equally guil- 
ty. The laws of our land recognize 
degrees of guilt: first degree mur- 
der, second degree murder, man- 
Slaughter, negligent homicide, etc. 
The man who kills without malice 
or aforethought is not counted as 
guilty as one who has deliberately 
schemed to murder. One who kills 
in self-defense is certainly not as 
guilty as one who kills for the 
pleasure of destroying an enemy. 
One who kills accidentally is guil- 
ty of negligence, but certainly not 
of murder. 

Where did this distinction first 

arise? Where did it come from be- 
fore incorporated in Roman law 
and English law and American 
law? Why, it came from the Bible! 
In Exodus 21:12-14 we read: 

“He that smiteth a man, so that 


he die, shall be surely put to death. 


ly, intentionally, with malice afore- 


pretation, but honor their sincer-|whither he might flee. That shows 


| who threatened him; but as a mat- 


reasons, whether out of hate or re- 


6:6, 7). God opened the earth and 


‘He smote King Herod immediately 


eo el he 


And if a man lie not in wait, but 
God deliver him into his hand; then 
I will appoint thee a place whither 
he shall flee. But if a man come 
presumptuously upon his neighbor, 
to slay him with guile; thou shalt 
take him from mine altar, that he 
may die.” 

You see, one who presumptuous- 


thought killed his neighbor was to 
be immediately put to death, but 
one who, in the sudden hate of 
passion and a quarrel, without 
planning to do so, killed his-neigh- 
bor, was offered a place of refuge 


that there is a difference in the 
guilt of killers, depending on mo- 
tives and circumstances. 

In the same chapter, verses 20 
and 21 say: 

“And if a man smite his servant, 
or his maid, with a rod, and he die 
under his hand; he shall be surely 
punished. N otwithstanding, if he 
continue a day or two, he shall not 
be punished: for he is his money.” 

Here, if a man _ intentionally 
killed his servant, he should be 
punished, But if the servant should 
die later, showing the man did not 
intentionally kill his servant, but 
simply beat him to make him mind, 
or to subdue rebellion, then no pun- 
ishment was inflicted. Severe pun- 
ishment was sometimes justifiable 
and even necessary with servants, 
but to intentionally kill one was 
not justifiable. 

The Bible even teaches that in 
defense of life and property, one 
may have a right to kill, In Exodus 
22:2, 3, in the same Mosaic law 
which includes the Ten Command- 
ments, we find the following state- 
ment: 

“If a thief be found breaking up, 
and be smitten that he die, there 
shall no blood be shed for him, If) 
the sun be risen upon him, there 
shall be blood shed for him; for he 
should make full restitution; if he 


for his theft.” 


Here it is clear that if a burglar 
be killed in the night, found in 
breaking up or stealing, no blood 
should be shed for him. That is, 
the man who defended his home 
and property is not to be punished 
for it. But if in the daytime a man 
be caught stealing, that is differ- 
ent, The man would be recognized, 
and he could not get away, as in 
the darkness. He should be made to 
restore and not be slain. So a man 
would not have a right simply be- 
cause he was angry, to kill an in- 
truder, or a thief or burglar or one 


ter of right, it would be proper for 
a man to smite an unknown assail- 
ant in the dark. Thus each man 
could protect his own, and crime 
and wickedness would be discour- 
aged and made unprofitable. 


Modern laws make this same dis- 
tinction. In some states, in Texas, 
for instance, robbery with firearms 
is punishable by the death penalty, 
while simple stealing is a far dif- 
ferent matter. But the important 
point here is that there are de- 
grees of guilt in killing, and in 
some cases, Clearly defined, the Bi- 
ble orders that no punishment is 
to be given. 


lil. But God Himself Kills 


However, sin must not go un- 
punished, and God Himself has of- 
ten slain the wicked for their sins. 
In Genesis 38:7 we are told: 

“And Er, Judah’s firstborn, was 
wicked in the sight of the Lord; 
and the Lord slew him.” 

Verse 10 concerning a brother of 
Er, Onan, says: 

“And the thing which he did dis- 
pleased the Lord: wherefore he. 
slew him also.” 


God killed all. the firstborn of 

e land of E t as a lesson 
Exo. 12:29). When they offered 
strange fire before Him, God killed 
Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron 
(Lev, 10:1,2). God killed Uzzah 
because he put forth his hand and 
touched the ark of God (II Sam. 


swallowed up Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram and their families, the reb- 
els-against Moses and against God 
(Num. 16:31, 32). God killed 185,- 
000 men of the army of Sennache- 
rib, in one night, as they surround- 
ed Jerusalem and blasphemed God 
(Isa. 37:36). 

And in the New Testament, too, 
God slew wicked people directly. 


for his sin of wicked pride, and he 
was eaten of worms and gave up 
the ghost. (Acts 12:23). God killed 
Ananias and Sapphira instantly, at 
the word of Peter, for their sin of 


have nothing, then he shall be sold}. 


Friday, June 12, 1942 


1-10). We are expressly told 
that God cat some Christians 
at Corinth to die because of the 
wicked, worldly way they came to 
eat of the Lord’s Supper (I Cor. 
11:30). 

And God many times instructed 
individual men to act for Him in 
putting sinners to death. God told 
Moses and certain Levites, after 
Israel had made and worshipped 
the golden calf, to go in and out 
throughout the camp, killing peo- 
ple, and about three thousand were 
killed for their sin, and to appease 
the wrath of God. 

Phinehas, grandson of Aaron, 
took it on himself to stop adultery 
of Israelites with Midianitish wom- 
en. He followed one couple into the 
tent and killed both in the name of 
the Lord (Num. 25:7, 8). Already 
God had started a plague among 
the Israelites for their sin and His 
will was clear. And in the same 
chapter Phinehas is greatly hon- 
ored by the Lord for this righteous 
act. 

Samuel the prophet, following 
the instructions of the Lord, hewed 
King Agag of the Amalekites in 
pieces, after Saul had brought 
God’s anger on him for. failing to 
do the same (I Sam. 15:33). 

Elijah: at Mount Carmel, after 
the fire of God came from Heaven 
in a wonderful answer to prayer, 
slew all the prophets of Baal at 
the brook Kishon (I Kings 18:40). 

And while Peter did not -him- 

self kill Ananias and Sapphira, it 
was at his believing’ word that 
God killed them, just as the apos- 
tle Paul, by faith, smote with blind- 
ness the sorcerer Elymas (Acts 
13:9-11). To many men, doubtless, 
death has come straight from the 
hand of God by His servant, just 
as the judge, Ehud, came to Eglon, 
king of Moab, to smite him with 
a dagger, saying, “I have a mes- 
sage from God unto thee,” and 
killed him (Judges 3:15-21). 
God has sworn that sin shall be 
punished, and He brings death up- 
on sinners, often by the hand of 
men. 


IV. God Authorizes Governments 
to Kill Criminals 


Some foolish and some wicked 
men say that the death penalty, 
when assessed by the court and ex- 
ecuted in the electric chair, is only 
legalized murder. But they do err, 
not knowing the Scriptures. God 
has plainly commanded that or- 
ganized society shall kill murder- 
ers and those guilty of certain oth- 
er crimes, 

Before the flood, all civilization 
went rampant into sin. There was 
no organized government. There 
were no officers of the law, there 
was no set penalty for murder. 
Therefore, the earth was full of 
violence and God determined to 
drown the whole race in the flood, 
saving only righteous Noah and 
his family. After the flood, there- 
fore, God laid down specific rules 
about violence and murder. God 
said to Noah: 


lives will I require; at the hand of 
every beast will I require it, and 
at the hand of man; at the hand 
of every man’s brother will I re- 
quire the life of man. Whoso shed- 
deth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of 
God made he man” (Gen, 9:5,6). 

God demands that “whoso shed- 
deth man’s blood by man shall his 
blood be shed.” And thereafter, 
through all the Bible, in all dispen- 
sations, this rule has held good 
and holds good today. God de- 
mands that murderers shall ue put 
to death by society. 

In the Mosaic law we find tHese 
commandments: 

“He that smiteth a man, so that 
he die, shall be surely put to death” 
(Exo, 21:12). 

“And he that smiteth his father, 
or his mother, shall be surely put 


man, and selleth him, or if he be 
found in his hand, he shall surely 
be put to death. And he that curs- 
eth his father, or his mother, shall 
surely be put to death” (Exo. 24: 

15-17). 

“For every one that curseth his 
father or his mother shall be sure- 
ly put to death: he hath cursed 
his father or his mother; his blood 
shall be upon him. And the man 
| that committeth adultery with an- 
other man’s. wife, even he that 
committeth adultery with his 
neighbour’s wife, the adulterer and 


to death” (Lev. 20:9, 10). 
Thus it is evident that murder, 

adultery, and ki rs a 3 were to 

be punished by the penalty. 


lying to the Holy Ghost (Acts 5: | 
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“And surely your blood of your 


to death. And he that stealeth a . 


the adulteress shall surely be put . 
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(Continued from page two) 


Other Scriptures also demand the 
death penalty for idolatry, witch- 
craft, and rape, under the Mosaic 
aw. 

This same teaching is carried in- 
to the New Testament. 

Romans 13:1-6 says: 

“Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that 
be are ordained of God. Whosoever 
therefore resisteth the power, re- 
sisteth the ordinance of God: and 
they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damnation. }k'or rulers 
are not a terror to good works, but 
to the evil. Wilt thou then not be 
afraid of the power? do that which 
is good, and thou shalt have praise 
of the same: For he is the minis- 


_ter of God to thee for good. But if 


thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the 
sword in vain: for he is the min- 
ister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
Wherefore ye must needs be sub- 
ject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake. For for this cause 
pay ye tribute also: for they are 


‘God’s ministers, attending contin- 


ually upon this very thing.’ 
Notice these statements in the 
preceding passage: 


“The powers that be are or- 
dained of God. 


‘Whosoever therefore resisteth 
the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God.” 1 


And of the ruler: 


“Ror he beareth not the sword 
in vain: for he is the minister of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil.” 


Officers of the law, then, are 
ministers of God. Governments are 
of God. The avenging sword of the 
executioner is the sword of God, 
and the man who pulls the switch 
when a criminal dies in the elec- 
tric chair, pulls the switch as the 
agent of an Almighty God who has 
commanded the death of such 
criminals. . 


To deny the right, yea, the duty 
of government, to assess and in- 
flict the death penalty is to deny 
the authority and right of God, and 
that course leads to anarchy. The 
governments of the world have the 
right and duty to put to death 
criminals and rebels against the 
government and against society. 
Kings and governors carry the 
sword of God and they are the 
ministers of God to execute His 
wrath and vengeance upon sinners. 
That is the united teaching of both 
the Old, and New Testaments, and 
all citizens should pay tribute, that 
is, taxes, for this very cause, that 
the government may have strength 
to protect us from criminals and 
to enforce the laws. Those who re- 
sist the powers that be, resist the 
ordinance of God and the ministers 
of God. 


Officers of the law may be wick- 


- ed men, but they are to be respect- 


“ 


death 


to be 


ed for their position as servants of 
God. They may not serve God from 
the heart, yet He has chosen to use 
them for His will in the matter of 
punishing criminals. 

Let no Christians, then, ever 
talk against the death penalty for 
murder, for kidnapping, for rape, 
or for treason in time of war. In 
these matters the laws of the land 
are the laws of God, and the offic- 
ers of the law should enforce them 
as solemn duties. 


It is obvious, then, that a Chris- 
tian might well serve God as an 
officer of the law. Christian judg- 
es ought to sentence criminals who 
deserve it, to' death. Christian jur- 
ors should vote with the Bible on 
this question. A man might be a 
most devout Christian and be a 
paid executioner for the govern- 


ment, It would be a pitiful job, 


It is proper, then, for a Christian 
be a policeman, or to be a sher- 
iff, and in line of duty, to arrest 


copay certain crimes is 
must be enforced by governments 
eir agents if we are to please 


V. God Sometimes Justifies a 


Nation's Going to War 

We have seen that God has giv- 
en organized society the responsi- 
bility for seeing that sin is pun- 
ished. The rule, “Whoso sheddeth 
man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed” (Gen. 9:6), is that 
rulers are responsible to exact the 
death penalty on criminals. Gov- 
ernments properly have armed po- 
lice forces. 

But a police force is really a 
Small army. Many nations have en- 
gaged in war, with no more sol- 
diers than the police force of New 
York or Chicago or London. Armed 
men, representing the government, 
putting down crime and bloodshed 
— it is the same whether you call 
them a police force or an army. 


There is. no doubt that war is 
a wicked, awful business. Surely 
God must hate it. General Sher- 
man said, ‘“‘War is Hell.” All good 
men must hate war. Charles Spur- 
geon said, “I delight to see a sol- 
dier become a Christian. I greatly 
regret to see a Christian become a 
soldier.” The bloodshed, the hate, 
the suffering, the breaking down 
of morals, and the destruction of 
property and social values in war 
is terrible. 

But there are some things that 
are worse than wars. In God’s 
sight, sin is always worse than 
bloodshed. Many thousands of the 
best men this world has ever seen 
have resolved that it were better 
to go to the war than be slaves; 
that it is better to die than lose 
freedom. In the words of Patrick 
Henry, they said, “Give me lib- 
erty or give me death!” War is 
not necessarily the worst thing in 
the world. There are times when 
nations ought to fight. There are 
times when Christian men ought 
to go to the army, shoulder arms, 
obey orders, and if need be, die 
for- their country. 


Nothing is clearer in the Bible 
than that God is the God of battles, 
and that He frequently led H's 
people into war, and then gave 
them the victory. 

' We have preached much on the 
love of God and His tender mercy. 
We should preach more on the 
wrath of God against sin. God 
hates sin. God brings judgment and 
destruction on sin. “The wages of 
sin is death.” The wages are the 
same for the individual that sins 
and for the nation that sins. 


It is clear from Exodus 17:8-16 
that when Moses sent Joshua and 
an army of Israel out to fight the 
Amalekites God was with them, 
and we are told that “the Lord 
hath sworn that the Lord will have 
war with Amalek from generation 
to generation.” Again in First 
Samuel 15:2 and 3, God took up 
His quarrel with the people of Am- 
alek and sent King Saul to de- 
stroy them, with this command: 

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
I remember that which Amalek did 
to Israel. how he laid wait for him 
in the way, when he came up froin 
Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, 
and utterly destroy all that they 
have, and spare them not; but slay 
both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
aus.” 

King Saul took 210,000 soldiers 
for that war, to do what he was 
plainly commanded of God to do 
through the prophet Samuel. The 
Amaiekites were a wicked, idola- 
trous, iniquitous nation, one that 
would be the ruin of Israel if they 
were allowed to live, and God com- 
manded that they be destroyed. 
Later, when Saul spared King 
Agag alive, we are told that ‘‘Sam- 
uel hewed Agag in pieces before 
the Lord in Gilgal’ (I Sam. 15:33). 


God clearly led the children of 
Israel in their wilderness wander- 
ings and He blessed them in de- 
livering to them the people of Og, 
the king of Bashan and Sihon, king 
of the Amorites (Deut. 3:1-6). 


The men of Reuben and Gad 
wanted grazing land on the east 
side of Jordan and Moses permit- 
ted them, saying: 

“Tf ye will do this thing, if ye 
will- go armed before the Lord to 


war, and will go all of you armed) 


over Jordan before the Lord, until 
he hath driven out his enemies 
from before him, and the land be 
subdued before the Lord: then af- 
terward ye shall return, and be 
guiltless before the Lord, and be- 
fore Israel; and this land shall be 

possession before the Lord” 


your 
(Num, 32: 20-22). 
In these wars, the children of 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Israel went “‘armed before the Lord 
to war,” and they drove out “his 
enemies from before him.”’’ 

Read the story of the book of 
Joshua and you shall see that Josh- 
ua was a man chosen of God as a 
warrior, and to lead the children of 
Israel to possess the land of Ca- 
naan, destroying and driving out 
their enemies in war. The book of 
Judges shows how the angel of the 
Lord called Gideon and said, “Go 
in this thy might, and thou shalt 
Save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites: have not I sent thee?” 
(Judges 6:14). He sent also Ehud, 
and Jepthah, and Barak, and Sam- 
son. Gideon’s battle cry was, “‘The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” 


Great kings of Israel and of Ju- 
dah sometimes went to war in de- 
fense or in conquest, under the di- 
rect leading of God and with His 
blessing. For example, we are told 
that when Zerah, the Ethiopian 
with a million soldiers, came 
against Asa, that: 


“Asa cried unto the Lord his 
God, and said; Lord, it is nothing 
with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no 
power: help us, O Lord our God; 
for we rest on thee, and in thy 
name we go against this multitude. 
O Lord, thou art our God; ‘let not, 
man prevail against thee. So _ the 
Lord smote the Ethiopians before 
Asa, and before Judah; and the 
Ethiopians fled. And Asa and the 
people that were with him pur- 
sued them unto Gerar: and the 
Ethiopians were overthrown, that 
they could not recover themselves; 
for they were destroyed before the 
Lord, and before his host; and they 
carried away very much spoil.’’— 
(II Chron. 14:11-13). 


God was in the war of Joash, 
king of Israel, against the Syrians 
who oppressed them. Elisha the 
prophet invited king Joash to 
Smite upon the ground with arrows 
and was angry because he only 
smote three times; these three 
times represented that he should 
smite Syria three times when it 
had been God’s plan that he should 
war with them until he consumed 
the Syrians. 

How many times God was with 
David in war! It was the miracu- 
lous strength and power of God 
that helped him to slay the giant 
Goliath (I Sam 17:49-51). Against 
the Amalekites who carried away 
his family and the families of his 
troops, David inquired of the Lord, 


“Shall I pursue after this troop? 
shall I overtake them? And he an- 
swered him, Pursue: for thou shalt 
surely overtake them, and without 
fail recover all” (I Sam. 30:8). 


David followed the command of} 


God to go to war with the Amela- 
kites, and won in the great battle 
and recovered the women and chil- 
dren and the spoil carried captive. 


Even Abraham went to war and 
recovered Lot and his family and 
wealth when they were carried 
away (Gen. 14:11-16). 


Without any shadow of doubt, 
God. encouraged His people, gave 
them plain directions about how to 
fight and when and where, and 
gave marvelous victories when 
they obeyed Him and trusted Him. 


The Bible plainly declares, ‘*The 
Lord is a man of war” (Exod. 15: 
3). David said of the Lord that, 
“He teacheth my. hands to war’ 
(Psa. 18:34; Psa. 144:1). One 
name of the Lord is “the Lord of 
hosts,” that is literally, ‘‘the Lord 
of armies.” 

Nothing can be clearer than that 
God sometimes approves of peo- 
ple going to war for principles and 
that He is with them, and when 
they call on Him and trust Him, 
He will give them victory and de- 
liverance. 


The modernist and unbeliever 
says that that teaching is in the 
Old Testament, and that therefore 
it will not do for us today. But 
the Old Testament is the Word of 
God just the same as the New Tes- 
tament. The Ultra-dispensational- 
ist, who is another kind of modern- 
ist, says that God so dealt with the 
Jews, but that He does not so deal 
with any other nation. But the 
Scripture never says that ner any- 
thing else like it. Instead, the op- 


posite was sometimes true. That) 


is, God sent Gentilee against the 
Jews and caused the Gentiles to 
triumph over them. | 
“Therefore he brought upon 
them the king of the Chaldees, who 
slew their young men with the 
sword in the house of their sanctu- 
ary, and had no compassion upon 


young man or maiden, old man, or 
him that stooped for age: he gave 
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them all into his hand.”—lII Chron. 
36:17. 

In fact, for their sins God fore- 
told the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Gentiles, and the scatter- 
ing of the Jews to all parts of the 
world, as they are this day (Deut. 
28: 25; Luke 21:20-24). Although 
the armies of Rome were wicked, 
they were in that case the agents 
of God, doing His will. 

But God is not through help- 
ing people in war. Zechariah, chap- 
ters 12, 13 and 14 tell how the rem- 
nant of Jews who will be in Jeru- 
salem during the great tribulation 
time will be attacked by the arm- 
ies of the Antichrist. hen again 
it will be as of old: 

“The Lord also shall save the 
tents of Judah first, that the glory 
of the house of David and the glo- 
ry of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
do not magnify themselves against 
Judah. In that day-shall the Lord 
defend the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
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lem; and he that is feeble among. 


them at that day shall be as Da- 
vid; and the house of David shail 
be as God, as the angel of the Lord 
before them. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that I will seek 
to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem” (Zech. 
12:7-9). 

Then in the very midst of the 
battle the Lord Jesus Himself shall 
return from Heaven and take up 
the fight, as told in Zechariah 14: 
1-9. Again, He shall deliver His 
people Israel as He did of old. That 
will be the battle of Armageddon 
mentioned in Revelation 16:12-16, 
and God will even send an angel 
to dry up the rivers so that the 
marching armies of wicked men 
can arrive on time to be destroyed, 
their utter destruction is told in 
Revelation 19:11-21. 


It will be a literal battle on earth 
with living people involved. And 
this greatest battle the’world ever 
Saw will be finished in one day, and 
the Lord Jesus Himself, with the 
armies of Heaven, will come to fin- 
ish it and to slay the wicked. 


Thus the New Testament teach- 
es just as the Old, that God takes 
part in the battles of the earth to 
His own glory, and delivers those 
who love and trust and serve Him. 


There are unbelievers and skep- 
tics who mock at these Scriptures. 
They will not love nor serve a 
God who would command some 
men to be put to death. There is 
just one trouble with all such sin- 
ful and foolish men — they do not 
hate sin. God does. God hates sin 
in nations and in individuals and 
often He sends war or permits 
war to punish sin. ; 


—— --Q--— 


Wholesale Rates 


on Books 


Pastors and others who sell or 
give away Christian literature are 
invited to send for wholesale pric- 
es, good for six or more copies of 
the same title, on books by edi- 
tor John R. Rice. Pastors should 
get Bible Facts About Heaven for 
berezved people, old folk, shut-ins. 
Other books you need for particu- 
lar problems. Write the Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, 145 N. Hale 
St.,.-Wheaton, Illinois: 
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Subscribe for Friends 


Next week we plan to continue 
the article on Should Christians Go 
to War? Followed by other articles 
on the Christian and war. They 
will be scriptural and helpful. We 
will continue to print full length 
sermons by the best soul-winners 
in America. Will you subscribe for 
Christians who need this paper? 
Pastors, Christians in the armed 
forces, relatives — all would ap- 
preciate The Sword of the Lord. 
Have you rénewed your own sub- 
scription? Look at your address 
label today. 
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Young Evangelist 
Available for 


Revival Campaigns 

I want to recommend an earnest 
young evangelist for some revival 
campaigns. He is a graduate of 
Moody Bible Institute, is now pas- 
tor of a Baptist church, but feels 
definitely called of God to go into 
evangelisti¢-work, and has resigned 
the pastorate for that purpose. The 


we hope that our young--brother 
will have calls to keep him busy 
at once. 

He went back from Moody Bible 
Institute to his home church, Af- 
ter a fine three weeks’ evangelistic 
campaign in his home church, he 
was called to the pastorate. The 
work has been built up, souls have 
been saved. But his heart is on fire, 
and he longs to go into the field 
as an evangelist. He went out into 
a closed church building where no 
services were held. Meetings were 
continued for two weeks, every 
other night. There were seventeen 
professed conversions, a number of 
backsliders restored, and about 30 
nominal Christians rededicated 
their lives to Christ. 


The field is white to the harvest. 
I know there are many churches, 
and many churchless communities 
who need revival campaigns. Why 
not write this young man? His 
name is Rev. Kenneth Chapman, at 
Fernwood, New York. Letters from 
his friends and personal conversa- 
tion with one or two others who 
knew him have convinced the edi- 
tor that he is God’s man for this 
work, that he is sound in faith, 
he-is clean in his life, and he has 
a holy fervor for souls. God has 
blessed him in winning souls, and 
we earnestly pray that God will 
fill his time soon in revival work. - 


If some church or churchless 
community wants Brother Chap- 
man for revival services, I know 
a Christian friend who would help 
on the expense, if the offerings did 
not adequately take care of our 
brother, 


If some pastor or church official 
wishes to get in touch with Broth- 
er Chapman, you may write him 
direct — Rev. Kenneth Chapman, | 
Fernwood, New York; or you may 
write to Editor John R. Rice, 145 
North Hale St., Wheaton, Illinois. 
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Bible Quiz Program 
By Mabel H. Hansen 


Here are eight full programs of 
fun and excellent Bible instruction. 
Quiz questions, similar to those 
given on radio quiz programs, but 
all of them about the Bible. There 
are names to guess, books of the 
Bible, numerical answers, ques- 
tions to be answered true or false, 
Bible verses, “guess who said.. .” 
etc. They begin easy and get hard- 
er. The answers are given With the 
questions. Usually Scriptures to 
prove the answers are given, as 
well, The book makes the Bible in- 
teresting, centers attention upon it, 
especially interests young people 
in it, and is full of Bible instruc- 
tion. Forty-five pages, full of con- 
densed information, paper cover, 


price, 25c. Published by Zondervan. 


— TRACTS — 
Please send 10c in coin for a sam- 
ple of our evangelistic tracts. A va- 
riety of thirty-five all clean tracts; 
no wildfire; no dead, dry formality. 
LIGHTHOUSE TRACT SOCIETY 
Paw Paw, Michigan 
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year. Write today — 


(Offer limited) 


Get - THE ANSWER - Free 
— ACT TODAY — : 


By mailing in this ad, we will send you absolutely 
free for one month, this outstanding 8-page Chris- 
tian weekly newspaper. Fundamental, Evangelistic. 
Outstanding Christian leaders write for this paper. 
John L. Bray, Editor. Subscription price, $1.00 per 
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THE GI GHOSTS OF 
“ORMER SINS 
_ (Continued from page two) 


you punched right at me.” What 
Was it? The preaching of God’s 

ord called that ghost to life in 
that man. And while I stood in the 
3 ‘pulpit and preached, there trooped 
across his vision that bony fingered 
ost. And when he prayed or read 
his Bible that bony-fingered ghost 
was in his face. 


The Ghost of Irrational Vows 


| King Herod not only saw the 
‘ghost of hate, he saw the ghost of 
tional vows. While there at the 


ly. As she danced before him, he 
Said, “I will give you anything you 
‘want to the half of my kingdom.” 
» She said, “I want the head of John 
' the Baptist.” Well, then, the Scrip- 
» ture says, “he was sorry: never- 
theless for the oath’s sake, and 
them which sat with him at meat, 
he commanded it to be given her. ” 
» In that moment of sensual, wild 

‘pleasure he made a promise. And 
When the girl called for that prom- 
ise to be executed, it sobered him. 
He knew he had .done wrong. He 
" hated that he had made the vow, 

_ but he didn’t have manhood to 
_ Speak up and say, ‘‘You have asked 
- something I should not have prom- 
ised. I’ll have to break it. I'll have 
_ to go back on my promise.” 

s Some people say, “Well, if I ever 
> say a horse is sixteen feet high, I 
ES sige stick to it.” Brother, I won't. 
ee: I.say a horse is sixteen feet high 
aad ater on I find it is only six- 
teen hands high, I will say, ‘“‘Mis- 
ter, I just made a mistake. That 
© horse is not sixteen feet high but 
© sixteen hands high.” Lots of times 
© in life there are predicaments peo- 
— ple find themselves in by making 
' a promise at a previous time and 
© then the circumstances change. 

_ People say, ‘‘Well, I said it and I 
am going to stick to it.” 

That is true in the social world. 
A lot of times young men and 
young women make hasty, sudden 
impulsive promises, agreements, 
© covenants. And to keep that cove- 
'  fnmant or promise or agreement, will 
| ~* lead them deeper into sin. And the 
one that is trying to lead them af- 
» ter that fashion says to them, “This 

' is what you promised. Now don’t 
» go back on your promise.” And 
» then because they have made that 
| promise they say, “Well, I will 
_ stick to my promise.” I want to 
| Say tonight, if you have made a 
» promise and you find it is going 
— to lead you into sin to keep that 
| promise, in the name of high Heav- 
». en, go break that promise without 
"= a moment’s hesitation. No one has 
| aright to keep a promise that will 
> lead him into sin. No man or wom- 
© an has a right to keep a promise 
that will lead somebody else into 
Sin. No man or woman has a right 
to keep such a promise. You may 
have been ever so sincere and hon- 
est when you made it, but cir- 
cumstances arise which cannot be 
helped, and which you did not take 
into account, and if you keep that 


» ~-.to sin and degradation. Have the 
> courage, not to play the fool but 
> to-stand up before the crowd and 
» the world and say, ‘Yes, I did 
» make that promise, but I was irra- 

' tional in that promise.” If you 
don’t, neighbor, that will be a 
ghost in your life. 


The Ghost of Social Dissipation, 


The Dance 
_ Another ghost came into Herod’s 
' life, and that was the ghost of that 
' social dissipation. What do you 
think about the modern dance? 
That comes down closer home. 
That brings us to the discussion of 
that quesiton. I want to give you 
five or six reasons why I say no 
Christian ought to have anything 
to do with the dance. Now of 


promise it will lead you deeper in-|- 
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course, if you disagree with me, 
I’ll forgive. you if you will repent! 
I just can’t get all my friends to 
agree with what’s right. I find it 
difficult, Here. is one of the ques- 
tions you have to settle in life. I 
will give it to you. If you have 
pencil and paper, put these things 
down. 

In the first place, the social 
dance is the social pleasure of the 
carnal, unregenerated world. Am 
I right about it or not? Where 
does the unregenerated world find 
its greatest social pastime? In the 
dance. Think it over. It kills spir- 
itual life and kills spiritual im- 
pulses. You will find it is the social 
pleasure of the _ unregenerated 
world. Now my Bible says we are 
not to love the world or the things 
of the world. In the very fact that 
this is the greatest pleasure of 
the unregenerated world that 
knows not God and makes no pro- 


fession of God, that one fact alone 


should cause a spiritually-minded 
Christian to think twice before par- 
ticipating in the pleasure of the 
unregenerated world. 

In the second place, the dance is 
the natural gathering center for 
the underworld characters. I can 
remember when I was back on the 
farm in the country, if there was a 
tough in the community, if there 
was a bully in the community, if 
there was a drunkard in the com- 
munity, a gambler, if there was a 
fellow recognized as the tough or 
a criminal you would always find 
him at the dance. Go out there and 
you will find him. Go into Chicago 
and talk to the police force — 
wherever you want to find a man 
with a criminal record, where 
would you look for him? At the 
dance or the dance taverns or at 
the night club or any dance place. 
It is the natural gathering place 
for all the underworld characters, 
and Christians ought to stay away 
from it 


Now the third thing, the social 
dance is the incubator of immoral- 
ity and immodesty and familiarity. 
What kind of dress is worn at the 
dance? Immodest dress. There is 
something wrong with the pastime 
that draws such distinctions, and 
the man or woman that attends the 
dance, makes it a part of their so- 
cial life, they will come, not to be 
modest, sweet, consecrated charac- 
ters, but you will find the dance 
producing exactly the opposite. Am 
I right or am I wrong? Think it 
over. I am not going to cram my 
views down your mind and heart 
tonight, but beloved, I am going 
to talk to you on this subject. It 
is a Bible_subject. This dance pro- 
duced a ghost. « 


Let me give you the fourth sug- 
gestion. Dancing is associated with 
drunkenness. We have dance halls 
in connection with beer joints. 
They had dance halls in the old- 
fashioned saloons. A bootlegger — 
where would you find him? It was 
at the dance. He would be out 
around the corner with his bottle 
in his: hip-pocket. They inevitably 
go together. It was true in this 
case. They associate together, 
drinking and dancing, all up and 
down the highways and byways of 
America. 

There, is something else. Danc- 
ing and murder are _ inevitably 
linked together. Read the newspa- 
pers and you will find where some- 
body was killed at the dance. The 
fight ensued and somebody got cut 
all to pieces at the dance. Drinking 
and dancing and murder and fight- 
ing and rough stuff go together. 
You can go all over the country 
anywhere and you will find it true, 
whether in high society or low so- 
ciety. It doesn’t, make any differ- 
ence — two extremes, that is all. 
Is that right? Think it over. 


There is another thing. Dancing 
and divorce go together. As a pas- 
tor, time and time again I have 
been called into a home where the 
husband and wife were on the 
verge of separation or had already 
passed over the precipice and sep- 
arated. At least seventy-five per 
cent started somewhere at the 
dance..A woman became infatu- 
ated with somebody else’s husband, 
and soon divorce came and the 
home was wrecked. I say again, 
the dance is closely associated with 


_| divorce. If you who are married 


want your life to be a life of hap- 
piness and want your marriage to 


|} be a growing success, a lifelong 


companionship, I would advise you 


|to stay away from the dance. 


The next thing I am going to 
call your attention to, my friends, 


\is this; the dance is the gateway | pl 


to Hell. You say, “You won’t go to 
Hell for dancing.” No, but my 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


friends, with all these other things 
to be said about it, step by step 
people come to take one step af- 
ter another and get into the quick 
mire of worldliness and get away 
from God, and there are multiplied 
thotisands plunging their way on 
down to Hell tonight that would 
not be plunging in that direction 
if they hadn’t gotten started on 
the dance floor. Therefore, I come 
back to say, my friends, it produc- 
es ghosts in your life. 


I was pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church in Weatherford, Texas, 
and there was a lot of dancing go- 
ing on there. No minister said a 
word about it. They kept quiet. 
The college students danced, the 
high school students danced. It was 
the common pastime of people in 
the church. And-I have a habit of 
speaking my convictions. I don’t 
have to please you, but I do have 
to please God. I walked in the pul- 
pit and preached three consecutive 
Sunday nights on the matter of the 
dance. Tweive fine young men, 
members of the leading families in 
the church, came to me. “Brother 
Morris, we want to talk with you. 
You have made it embarrassing for 
us. The high school students and 
the college students all dance, and 
they are members of the best fam- 
ilies in the church, and you come 
out here and preach three Sunday 
nights on the dance. It has made 
it embarrassing for us. We like 
your fine preaching. We enjoy lis- 
tening to you, but we want to talk 
with you about this matter.” . 


I said, “That is fine. I am very 
happy to talk to you. But I have a 
Friend that I believe is pretty good 
in advising and I get help from 
Him. Let’s go have a talk with Him 
before we have our conversation. 
Then we will discuss this matter.” 
They looked at me and said, “Who 
is it? Where’s he going?” 

I said, “Let’s get down on our 
knees and talk to the Lord first. 
Let’s just get down on our knees. 
You and I may disagree but the 
Lord can lead us both. I want you 
to kneel in a circle here, and Bill 
you open the prayer and we will 
go around the circle and everyone 
of you pray and ask the Lord about 
the matter and keep in mind the 
sensations and experiences that 
you have about the dance and 
memories that you carry away 
with you. Let’s talk to Him about 
it.” They looked at me and blinked 
their eyes like an owl. I dropped 
on my knees. “Get down on your 
knees,”’ and one or two dropped on 
their knees. Bill, you lead in 
prayer.’”’ His Adam’s apple worked 
up and down. ‘TI will close the 
prayer.’ And pretty soon he blurt- 
ed out, “Shucks, there’s no use 
praying over that!” Another boy 
spoke up and said, “How can you 
talk to the Lord about a thing like 
that?” 

‘I said, 
swered.” 

Men and women, hear me to- 
night. Anything in this world that 
you can’t do and feel good over 
when you are on your knees, you 
had better leave it alone. I don’t 
care if all the preachers and all 
the churches and all the social lead- 
ers in the world sanction it, you 
had better leave it alone of you 
can’t feel good when you are on 
your knees. How can you solve the 
problems of life? How can you 
know what is right and what is 
wrong? When one preacher says, 
it is all right, and another says 
it isn’t all right; when one so- 
cial leader says this and when the 
government says this and the home 
says that? My friend, you. take 
that thing on your knees to God 
in prayer, and if you can feel hap- 
py and joyous and free, don’t fear. 
On the other hand, if you get down 
on your knees and you find com- 
munication between you and God 
is shut off, ar.d you find that the 
sweetness of prayer gone, you had 
better let it alone, I don’t care if 
every body in the world says it is 
all right. 7 


When I was a college student, I 
played football. I was a preacher. 
Some preacher friends began to 
disagree with me and criticise me 


“Then boys, ‘this is an- 


and say that I a not to play. 


football as a preacher. I felt that 


jif it wasn’t right for a preacher, 


it ought not to be carried on. I 
began praying about it. I played 


and prayed and I prayed many a| ter 


prayer on the field and felt good 


about it. Some of the most glorious 


spiritual victories have been with 
men I played beside. The ghost of 
former sins grow out of things dis- 
to God, never out of things | this 
that are leasing to God. 

I repeat; xa pee ¢ sia'6 Chrie- 


tian. If there were no hereafter, no 


Heaven, no Hell, no judgment, no 
eternity, I would want to walk 
life’s pathway with Jesus, with His 
standards of life. It leaves no ghost 
in your life to haunt you. 


Christ Jesus Can Take the Ghosts 
Out of Your Life 


One other thought and I will 
close. What are you going to do if 
you have ghosts? And here is 
where Herod made the mistake of 
his life. He stayed away from Je- 
sus when he ought to have gone 
to Him, because Jesus is the one 
that can take the ghosts out of 
life. This world tonight is full of 
men and women who are discour- 
aged in heart and who are going to 
Hell. They are drinking at every 
dry fountain, trying to find some- 
thing in life. But they stay away 
from Jesus when He is the One to 
give them what they want. He is 
the very One, and the only One. 

Do you want me to prove to you 
that Christ can take the ghost out 
of your life? I call your attention 
to the greatest soul-winner in the 
Bible. Do you know who she was? 
It was a woman. Jesus and His dis- 
ciples, going across Samaria, came 
to Jacob’s well. The disciples went 
into town after some meat and Je- 
sus sat thus on the well. Did you 
ever notice that verse? He sat thus 
on the well. It had a curb around 
it. Pretty soon the woman came 
walking down the road with a pot 
in her hand. Jesus looked. He was 
sitting thus on the well. He started 
talking to her. He knows the hid- 
den burden of our hearts. He 
knows the stumbling stone that is 
in your way. He knows that snag 
that your skiff of life is hooked up- 
on and you can’t row it off. As He 
sat and looked at the woman, he 
saw the hidden snag, and as she 
came up, He started talking about 
some water. And He led on from 
talking about a drink of natural 
water into a drink of eternal wa- 
ter. Well, she got interested and 
she said, “Why don’t you give me 
some of that water so that I won’t 
get thirsty anymore?” “All right, 
I will. I will tell you what you do; 
call your husband,” He said. 


He brought some up, ghosts in 
her life because she had been mar- 
ried five times and was then living 
with a man she wasn’t evén mar- 
ried to. The orange blossoms had 
bloomed and their fragrance had 
been cast upon her life as she 
stood in that sacred hour. But the 
vows and covenants were made on- 
ly to see the orange blossoms fade 
and the leaves wither, and life 
was a disappointment. Then she 
met another man, and the orange 
blossoms bloomed again as she 
stood at the altar and took new 
vows, But the blossoms faded 
again. And five times she had seen 
them bloom and fade, and then in 
desperation, she said, “What’s the 


me a room to sleep in and food to 
eat. What is the use of this vow 
business anyway?’ And she just 
took up with him. 


Jesus saw it in her heart like 
He sees it in your heart. You may 
smile at the preacher. You may 
disagree and say, “He is a fanati- 
cal, a rabid old hill-billy.” But 
brother, you can’t hide your heart 
from Jesus. When He said, ‘Go 
and get your husband,” she said, 
“But, you know, I don’t have a 
husband.” All right, a lot of folks 
say, “I don’t have any ghosts in 
my life. Why, I feel good after go- 
ing to the dance. I fee) all right 
after the night ride.” Jesus said, 
“You sure told the truth, lady. You 
did have five but now that one you 
have is not your husband.” And 
He talked to her, and we have one 
of the most blessed stories in the 
Bible. Pretty soon she forgot about 
her waterpot over there, and it 
says that she left her: -waterpot and 
went away into the city. It didn’t 
Say she went where the women 
were having a hen-party or a 
bridge party or a sewing party. It 
doesn’t say she hunted up her wom- 
en friends. I don’t suppose she had 
very many women friends. Read 
your Bible. It says she went into 
the city and told the men, those 
old fellows sitting down on the 
curb of the street spitting amber, 
on the sidewalk, cursing. That 
bunch knew her, knew her charac- 
and knew about her pretty 
well. She went right back to the 
sinful gang and said, “Come on! 


I have found the Messiah. Come 


on! I have page the man that told 
can -~ 


use anyway? This man will give’ 


ag, ever did. Surely} 
” And Brother 


believed on Him for the saying of 
the woman, which testified, “He 
told me all that ever I did.” 

Oh, my friends, listen to me to- 
night, that woman, that woman 
ruined and wrecked and blighted 
and damned — by meeting Jesus 
was transformed from a_ soul- 
wrecker into a soul-winner! And 
Herod could have been changed 
that way if he had accepted Jesus. 
He could have had those ghosts 


submitted to Jesus, Jesus would 
have transformed his life. But he 
rebelled and had ghosts in his life. 
This woman submitted to Jesus 
and Jesus took the ghosts out of 
her life and made her a shining 
light for the Lord. 

Ghosts are in the lives of a lot 
of church members, in the lives 
‘of a lot of people we call respect- 
able. If there is a man or women 
here tonight in this tabernacle with 
ghosts. in his life, whether the 
ghost of hate, whether you’ve got- 
ten angry, whether it is the ghost 
of adultery, whether it is the ghost 
of immorality, whether it is the 
ghost of neglect — whatever that 
ghost is in your life, Jesus Christ 
is the One to take it to and not 
run away from. When you hear a 
preacher and he preaches a mes- 
sage and there arises before you 
Some bony fingered ghost of the 
dance or some other sin, don’t get 
mad at the preacher and stay away 
and not go to hear him. The trou- 
ble is not in the preaching. The 
trouble is the ghost in your life 
which you can’t get out that way. 
Let Christ have His way with you 
and He will take the ghost out of 
your life like He took the ghost 
out of the life of the woman of 
Samaria by the well. 


Before Electrocution 
(Continued from page one) 


“I want to thank you, Brother 
Rice, for the papers that you have 
been sending us at the New Unit. 
I have tried to see that these pa- 
pers were distributed throughout 
the lower sector of the Texas Pris- 
on System, The men have ex- 
pressed their appreciation of them 
many times. We covet your prayers 
in our great work here. This past 
year it was our happy privilege to 


Christ as their Savior. 

“With best wishes to you, Mrs. 
Rice and the children, I am 

“Your fraternally, . 
(Signed) “J. W. Langham,” 
That condemned man found Je- 
‘Sus, and then Christ and salvation 
was all his talk. Letters from him 
were full of Scripture quotations, 
full of praises, full of concern 
about lost sinners! Within the pris- 
on itself he won a number to 


in the last three weeks before he 
sat in the electric chair, to pay for 
his crime, and went out to meet 
God — in those three trying weeks 
he won the man in the next cell 
to Christ! Dear Christian who 
reads this, does that put you to 
Shame? Are you doing what you 
can to win those around you to 
Christ ? 

If readers will help us get gos- 
pel literature into jails and peni- 
tentiaries, as well as into soldiers’ 
camps, C.C.C. camps, among sail- 
ors, marines and Air Corps, we will 
be specially grateful, If you are a 
jailor, a sheriff, or a minister with 
an-opening to prisoners, and will 
see that the booklets are carefully 
given out, we will send what you 
can use of the editor’s booklet, 
What Must I Do to Be Saved. We 
will provide other good books by 
the editor for libraries in army 


responsible people. And please pray 
that God will help us to get out a 
million copies of What Must I Do 
to Be Saved this year, and to win 
thousands. to Christ with this 
Christian literature. 
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Sheriff, my Bible says a great host | @ { 
of Samaritans walked out with her , 


| Ship en rors ‘U: I 


Friday, June 12,1942 
—— a a eer ; 
to see Jesus, and many Samaritans: 


driven out of his life. If he had 


see some 1200 publicly confess 


Christ, the chaplain tells us. With-. 


camps, etc., when applied for bys 


